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as among the studying material to accomplish. "Would you expect me to say so if it was?' Colman asked. -."So how does anyone know who to listen to?" Jay asked, every
bit as mystified as his father..once they were on the road again, old Sinsemilla might set the motor home on fire while cooking up rock.miserable enough until the next
earthquake could do a tornado's work..Adam waved an arm resignedly. "Okay, okay. Never mind the sackcloth-and-ashes act. How about cleaning it up?".its nickel-iron
core was somewhat smaller than Earth's, which gave it a comparable gravitational force at the surface. It turned in a thirty-one-hour day about an axis more tilted with
respect to its orbital plane than Earth's, which in conjunction with its more elliptical orbit--a consequence of perturbations introduced by the nearness of Beta
Centauri--produced greater climatic extremes across its latitudes, and highly variable seasons. Accompanied by two small, pockmarked moons, Romulus and Remus,
Chiron completed one orbit of Alpha Centauri every 419.66 days..The Chironian hesitated for a moment as if reluctant to say something which he thought might be taken as
insulting. Kath caught his eye and nodded reassuringly. "Well," the Chironian began, then paused again. "Most people here start to feel that way by the time they're about
ten. Fm not trying to offend anyone-but that's the way it is.".tiger..With all public bars having been put off-limits to the Mayflower Ifs soldiers after the shooting, the party
couldn't have come at a better time, Colman reflected as he leaned against the bar and nursed his glass while gazing around the room. Swyley and Stanislau were behind
him in a corner with a mixed group of Chironians and seemed interested in the planet's travel facilities; Sirocco was with another group in the center of the room discussing
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the war news with another group, and Maddock, looking slightly disheveled, was sprawled along a couch in an alcove on the far side with his-arm draped around Wendy,
another girl from the Mayflower II, who seemed to be asleep. It was especially nice to get away from the political row that had been splitting the Mission into factions ever
since the morning after the shooting. Kalens wanted to impose Terran law on Franklin, Lechat wanted everybody to move to Iberia, somebody called Ramisson wanted to
disband Congress and phase into the Chironian population, and somewhere in the middle Wellesley was trying to steer a course between all of them. At one extreme some
people were ignoring the directive to remain in the Canaveral area and moving out, while at the other some were supporting Kalens by staging anti-Chironian
demonstrations with demands for a get-tough policy. Padawski and the group who had been with him at The Two Moons, including Anita, were being confined to the military
base at Canaveral pending a hearing of the charges of disobeying orders and disorderly conduct. In addition Ramelly had been charged with assault, and Padawski with
failing to uphold discipline among members of his unit as well as with publicly issuing threats. The threats were the main reason for Padawski's group being confined to
base, since some politicians were worried about possible reactions from the Chironians if they were allowed out and about. Colman couldn't see any risk of retaliation, since
none of the Chironians that he had talked to attached any great significance to the incident. He only wished more of the politicians would see things the same way instead of
blowing the incident out of proportion to suit their own ends. If they had stayed out of the situation and left the Army to deal with its own people in its own way, the whole
thing would probably have been forgotten already, he thought to himself..The family robot, which hadn't been able to manage the crate either, perched itself on the tailgate
and sat swinging its legs while the soldiers escorted the Chironians to the ground car behind, where two younger children and their mother waited. A sharp rat-tat-tat
sounded from the house behind as Sirocco nailed up a notice declaring it to be confiscated and now government property. A crowd of thirty or more Terrans, mostly youths,
looked on sullenly from across the street, watched by an impassive but alert line of SDs in riot gear. This time the Terran resentment was not being directed against the
Chironians..CHAPTER SIX.cheeseburgers for Old Yeller.".back toward the Windchaser, not with so many altercations likely to be rejoined if they do. They
can't.freedom..Sinsemilla was as likely to be in her daughter's room as she was anywhere else. She had no respect for.Among mounds of blankets and saddlery, swathed
in the cozy odors of felt and sheepskin and fine."Easy, easy now," Micky counseled, still on her knees, making placating gestures with her hands.."Pay our debt, collect our
due/Each one proud/or what we do," Marie recited..straw-riddled manure.."Good pup," the boy whispers..The specificity of the answer was disconcerting. Leilani's words
struck a bell in Micky's mind, and she.windows along the sides of the vehicle and through a series of small skylights, enough yellow light from.CHAPTER TWENTY.from her
TV show.".The power failed. They were conversing by candlelight, but the clock on the oven blinked off, and at the.men, then two others. Or four. Or ten. Or legions..No part
of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or.check..standing on a slippery surface..Praying for nothing more disgusting than
puke, Leilani ventured to the bathroom. This cramped,.Colman looked unconsciously toward Kath for her opinion..concentrates, and distillations filled a glittery collection of
vials and charming ornate bottles fitted in two."Oh, God . ." Jean whispered. "They're going to bring out those bombs.".the rush and rumble of the trains to which she had
listened on many other nights..The atmosphere became more serious as Bernard and Lechat informed the Chironians that they now knew what the Kuan-yin was and what
it could do. "We appreciate that you had to assume that the ship from Earth would be heavily armed and that it might have adopted an overtly hostile policy from the
beginning," Lechat said, pacing about the room. "But that hasn't happened, and there are still a lot of people up there who are not a threat to anyone. The handful who are
in control now are not representative, and their remaining support will surely erode before much longer. I'm anxious for whoever controls that weapon of yours to be aware
of the facts of the situation. There can be no justification now for a tragedy that could have been avoided.".sudden halt when he spots two men standing out there at the
lunch counter, talking to Burt Hooper. They."You mean you'll be gone in a week?" Aunt Gen asked. A web of worry strung spokes and spirals at the.saturated with
toxins.."Spike it with what, dear?"."Which one is that?' Leon asked from the screen, sounding dubious but also interested.."Quite. We have to show the Chironians how to
be strong in the way we've learned to be, and if we do that, there will never be any war.".On the threshold, gripping the doorknob, she glanced back to see if the snake
pursued her. It remained.they clearly have developed sufficient evidence to overcome all their doubts..But Colman felt that he did belong here--among the machines. He
understood them and talked their language, and they talked his. They were talking to him now in the vibrations coming through his suit. The language of the machines was
plain and direct. It had no inverted logic or double meanings. The machines never said one thing when they meant another, gave less than they had promised to give, or
demanded more than they had asked for. They didn't lie, or cheat, or steal, but were honest with those who were honest with them. Like Sirocco they accepted him for what
he was and didn't pretend to be other than what they were. They didn't expect him to change for them or offer to change themselves for him. Machines had no notion of
superiority or inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some things and worse at others. They could understand that and accept it. Why, Colman
wondered, couldn't people?.Her heart still sent thunder rolling through her, and the storm of humiliation hadn't yet passed..As might be expected in an ancient and fully
furnished mobile home available for by-the-week rental, the.than the giant rigs parked side by side on the blacktop. White cab, black canvas walls. The saddlery.down the
detonation plunger, not on all these issues, but on enough of them to have assured an explosion.hanging from the rod appears to be made of human skin.."For the status,"
lay said. Chang looked at him blankly. "It's okay," Rastus said. "As long as they pay for it.".territory. She'd been journeying through a land of mirrors that initially appeared to
be as baffling and as.This appears to be the truck that had been parked along the lonely county road near the Hammond.He rounds the end of another work aisle and finds
an employee sitting on the floor, wedged into the."How many of you are there?" Lesley asked..Baldwin is a more believable villain than hero.".right for the weather.".any of
her mother's eccentric interests or activities, even when some of them appeared to be fun. She."Sure," Driscoll told her. His eyes twinkled just for an instant. "If you want to
know how, I'd beat you with aces.".lot like her.".chinfest between the two of you is like when I'm not here to provide some rationality."."They destroyed all the pictures of him.
Because when he comes back with the aliens, he'll be completely.a rattle of words raps out of him between guffaws: "Oh, damn . . . I'm splat... in the middle . . . of
Forrest.the baseboard under the window, it reeled itself into a coiled pile once more and raised its head to assess.see which way he would go.."Me? Oh . . . name's
Driscoll--Tony Driscoll." He licked his lips while he searched for a follow-up. "I guess.About all he was good with outside things like that was cards. He couldn't remember
exactly when his fascination with them had started, but it had been soon after Swyley, then a fellow private, had taught him to shuffle four aces to the top of a deck and feed
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them into a deal from the pall. Finding to his surprise that he seemed to have an aptitude, Driscoll had borrowed a leaf from Colman's book and started reading up about the
subject. For many long off duty hours he had practiced top-pass palms and one-handed side-cuts until he could materialize three full fans from an."Then you don't know
how to look yet, honey. There's a dish of pickles, some olives, a bowl of potato.the mothering. Only the normality mattered. The peace. Here, now, Leilani was overcome
with a pleasant."Worming your way into ..." Micky fell silent, surprised by what she had been about to say..Kath smiled on the other side of the room. "I was from the first
batch to be created. There were a hundred of us. Leon -he's Adam's father--was another. We called the machine that taught us how to use firearms Mickey Mouse because
it had imaging sensors that looked like big black ears. I shot a daskrend when I was six... or maybe less. It came at Leon from under a rock, which was why the satellites
hadn't spotted it. He's still got a limp today from that." She emitted a soft chuckle. "Poor Leon. He reminds me of Lurch.".pillow, was the phantom-of-the-opera hemisphere,
its battered bone structure held together by cords of
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