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tree a hundred times, maybe two hundred, mapping it, describing it to Barty, inch by inch, the trunk and its four divisions, all the major and minor limbs, the thickness of
each, the degree of resilience, the angles and intersections, knots and fissures, all the branches down to the twigs. He's got it cold, Aunt Aggie, he's got it knocked. It's all
math to him now.".He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".WHEN AT LAST Paul Damascus reached the parsonage late Friday
afternoon, January 12, he arrived on foot, as he arrived everywhere these days..When she turned to him again, he had already slipped into his jacket and snatched the car
keys off the foyer table. He put his left hand under her right arm, as though Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.Having settled on the sofa with Agnes and Barty,
prepared to serve comfortably in the role of quiet observer, Edom was alarmed to have suddenly become the subject of conversation. He was also alarmed to be called
"son," because in his thirty-six years, the only person ever to have addressed him in that fashion had been his father, dead for a decade yet still a terror in Edom's
dreams.."One hour," he announced, establishing a countdown. In sixty minutes, his internal clock would rouse him from a meditative state..Finally Angel dropped and
slithered, vanishing under the overhanging bedclothes with a final flurry of yellow socks..Hound meant well in sending the young man to Samory, but he did not understand
the quality of Otter's will. Nor did Otter himself. He was too used to obeying others to see that in fact he had always followed his own bent, and too young to believe that
anything he did could kill him..Agnes had read the last half of Red Planet to Barty just the previous night, but he brought the book with him, to read it again..Grace, proving
again the aptness of her name, said the one thing most likely, in time, to bring true peace to Celestina. "Remember Bartholomew."."My little girl," she said, and belatedly she
realized that this might not be a policeman, after all, but someone trying to determine if she and Angel were alone in the apartment..Having booked the suite for three nights,
Tom expected that he would spend far fewer late hours in his bed than sitting watch in the shared living room..Junior would have liked to pursue spiritual matters with
Sklent, but numerous other partyers wanted their time with the great man. In parting, sure that he would give the artist a laugh, Junior withdrew the brochure for "This
Momentous Day" from his jacket and coyly asked for an opinion of Celestina White's paintings..Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember that Junior
had asked after Neddy and had followed him toward the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur, therefore visually oriented,
he'd most likely provide a good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the Picasso mode or a blurry impressionistic sketch, but a
portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring apprehension..No mystery here. No reason to leap to the ceiling and cling upside down
like a frightened cartoon cat..Beside her, the passenger's door barked and shrieked as though alive as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of
torment that only Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her heart..At the front door of the funeral home, as Panglo was showing him out, Jacob leaned close. "Joe
Lampion didn't have any gold teeth.".A few gasps and exclamations. A sweet giggle and applause from Angel. The reactions were surprisingly mild..He reached toward the
dead man's closed hand, but he couldn't find the courage to touch it. He was afraid that if he pried open the stiff fingers, he would discover a quarter inside.."By the close of
business tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your consideration.".What good was she to anybody, what good could she ever hope to be, if she couldn't
even save her little sister?.greatest fright of his life. He jumped inside his skin, and his heart knocked, knocked, and he half expected to hear his bones rattle one against
another, like those of a dangling skeleton in a funhouse..Three years ago, in St. Mary's Hospital, with Phimie's warning fresh in her mind, Celestina swore that she would be
ready when the beast came, but here he came, and she was as not ready as possible. Time passes, the perception of a threat fades, life becomes busier, you work your
butt off as a waitress, you graduate college, your little girl grows to be so vital, so vivid, so alive that you know she just has to live forever, and after all, you are the daughter
of a minister, a believer in the power of compassion, in the Prince of Peace, confident that the meek shall inherit the earth, so in three long years, you don't buy a gun, nor
do you take any training in self-defense, and somehow you forget that the meek who will one day inherit the earth are those who forego aggression but are not those so
pathetically meek that they won't even defend themselves, because a failure to resist evil is a sin, and the willful refusal to defend your life is the mortal sin of passive
suicide, and the failure to protect a little yellow M&M girl will surely buy you a ticket to Hell on the same express train on which the slave traders rode to their own eternal
enslavement, on which the masters of Dachau and old Joe Stalin traveled from power to punishment, so here, now, as the beast throws himself against the door, as he
shoves aside the barricade, with what precious little time you have left, fight. Junior shoved through the blocked door, into the bedroom, and the bitch hit him with a chair. A
small, slat-back side chair with a tie-on seat cushion. She swung it like a baseball bat, and there must have been some Jackie Robinson blood in the White family line,
because she had the power to knock a fastball from Brooklyn to the Bronx..That was another thing. Junior hadn't gotten his noon meal, because the spirit of Vanadium had
nearly caught up with him when he'd been browsing for tie chains and silk pocket squares before lunch. Then he missed dinner, as well, because he had to maintain
surveillance on Celestina when she didn't go straight home from the gallery. He was hungry. He was starving. This, too, she had done to him. The bitch..Testing Celestina's
nerves as fully as Barty had tested his mother's, Angel pulled-levered -shinnied-swung herself so fast up through the tree, arriving at the boy's side while red streaks still
enlivened a sky that was repainting itself purple. She stood in the crook of limbs with him, and her delighted laughter rang down through the cathedral oak. 1975 through
1978: Hare ran from Dragon, Snake fled from Horse, and '78 bounced to the beat, because disco ruled. The reborn Bee Gees dominated the airwaves. John Travolta had
the look. Rhodesian rebels, grasping the dangers inherent in any battle between equals, had the manful courage to slaughter unarmed women missionaries and schoolgirls.
Spinks won the title from Ali, and Ali won it back from Spinks..Knickknacks and mementos were not to be found anywhere in the house. And until now Junior had seen
nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the kitchen.."so she's married," Junior said, figuring that maybe Celestina wasn't his heart mate, after all.."Guilt,"
said the detective. "If he killed her, wouldn't an overwhelming sense of guilt be as likely as anguish to cause acute nervous emesis?".In that slow, flat delivery with which
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Junior was becoming increasingly impatient, Detective Vanadium said, "We all were, Doctor. It was another election year, remember? More than once during that campaign,
I could've chugged ipecac. What else would work if I wanted to have a good vomit?"."Look at it this way, Aggie. All the pies, all the things you do-that's betting on life. And
now you've just been given the great blessing of being able to place larger bets.".Grace declined food, but Tom ordered for her, anyway, selecting those things that by now
he knew Celestina liked, guessing that the mother's taste had shaped the daughter's..He picked up Angel, picked up Barty. "Hold on." He carried them out of the room,
down the stairs, out of the house, to the yard under the great tree, where they would wait for the police, and where they would not see Jacob's body when the coroner
removed it by way of the front door..NORTHBOUND ON THE coastal highway, headed for Newport Beach, Agnes saw bad omens, mile after mile..The infant's smile was
so captivating and his puzzlement so comically earnest that both expressions worked on Agnes's misery as surely as yeast leavens dough. Her bitter tears turned
sweet..Barty's math and reading skills exceeded those of most eighteen year-olds, but regardless of his brilliance, he was a few days shy of his third birthday. Prodigies
were not necessarily as emotionally mature as they were intellectually developed, but Barty listened with sober attention, asked questions, and then sat in silence, staring at
the book in his hands, with neither tears nor apparent fear..Edom's twin, Jacob, who had never held a job, lived in the second apartment. He'd been there since graduating
from high school..The parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even charming house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a
glamorous showcase adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living room..He didn't even dare to pretend to
wake up now, with a mutter and a yawn because the detective would know that he was faking, that he had been awake all along. And if he'd been feigning
unconsciousness, eaves.As kinky and thrilling as it had been to make love to the girl while playing the recorded rough draft of a new sermon that she had been transcribing
for her father, Junior could now recall nothing of what the reverend had said, only the tone and the timbre of his voice. Whether instinct, nervous irritation, or merely the
sherry should be blamed, he was troubled by the thought that there was something significant about the content of that tape..Flush with the promise of their engagement,
still excited by the success at the gallery, with Angel exuberant in spite of the hour and Oreo energized, he was amazed that they had made the transfer of the little red
whirlwind from house to Buick to house with nothing else forgotten other than one purse. Celie called it ballet, but Wally thought that it was merely momentary order in
chaos, the challenging-joyous-frustrating-delightful-exhilarating chaos of a life full of hope and love and children, which he wouldn't have traded for calm or kingdoms..Their
story would be that Cain's gun had jammed just as Tom had entered Barty's bedroom. Too cowardly for hand-to-hand combat, the Shamefaced Slayer had fled through the
open window. He was loose once more in an unsuspecting world..Junior glanced over his shoulder even as Celestina turned and fled. He caught only a glimpse of her
disappearing into the inner hallway..Junior didn't believe in gods, devils, Heaven, Hell, life after death. He put his faith in one thing: himself..Meanwhile, he became an
accomplished meditator. Guided by Bob Chicane, Junior progressed from concentrative meditation with seed the mental image of a bowling pin-to meditation without seed.
This advanced form is far more difficult, because nothing is visualized, and the purpose is to concentrate on making the mind utterly blank.."The one I'm about to start is Dr
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, which is maybe pretty scary.".As if he'd been presented with many previous photos under these circumstances, Jonas Salk accepted the picture. "Your
daughter?".With the great tree ninety degrees to his left, he was able to locate the back-porch steps at forty-five degrees. He pointed with the cane, which otherwise he had
not used. "The porch?".Averting his eyes from Vanadium's face, Junior moved farther up the stocky body. He folded back the tweed sports jacket to reveal a shoulder
holster.."Search me. But I didn't tell him different. The less he knows, the better. I can't figure his motivation, but if you were tracking this guy by his spoor, you'd want to look
for the imprint of cloven hooves."."Well, as years pass, they're going to be a financial burden, if nothing else, so I'm glad I've got a little surprise for you.".Junior was
accustomed to having women seduce him. His good looks were a blessing of nature. His commitment to improving his mind made him interesting. Most important, from the
books of Caesar Zedd, he had learned how to be irresistibly charming..On Tuesday, January 2, Junior met with the drug dealer who had introduced him to Google, the
document forger, and he arranged to purchase a 9-mm handgun with custom-machined silencer..When together in Agnes's company, Edom and Jacob were brothers,
comfortable with each other. But together, just the two, no Agnes, they were more awkward than strangers, because strangers had no shared history to overcome..Friday
night, mystified and troubled, he hadn't slept much, and each time that he dozed off, he had dreamed of being alone in a bosky woods, stalked by a sinister presence,
unseen but undeniable. This predator crept in silence through the underbrush, indistinguishable from the lowering trees among which it glided, as fluid and as cold as
moonlight, but darker than the night, gaining on him relentlessly. Each time that he sensed it springing toward him for the kill, Jacob woke, once with Barty's name on his
lips, calling out to the boy as though in warning, and once with two words: the knave. . . ..Already another contraction racked her, so intense that the pain was not limited to
her lower back and abdomen, but seared the length of her sphic, like an electric current leaping vertebra to vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest as though her lungs
had collapsed..At the sight of her photograph, she felt herself flush. She hoped none of the pedestrians passing between her and the gallery would look from the photo to
her face and recognize her. What had she been.Jacob had spent most of two days baking Barty's favorite pies, cakes, and cookies, and he'd prepared a meal as well.
Maria's girls were at her sister's place this evening, so she stayed for dinner. Edom poured wine for everyone but Barty, root beer for the guest of honor, and while this
couldn't be called a celebration, Agnes's spirits were lifted by a sense of normality, of hope, of family..A trickster, this detective. Full of taunts and feints and sly stratagems.
PsychologIcal-warfare artist..Pity warmed the physician's ascetic face. "You loved your wife very much, didn't you?".out of hand. "Well ... yes, I suppose so." Spineless,
unethical quack bastard, Junior thought bitterly..Heedless of the rules of standard police procedure, Tom raced to the doorway, crossed the threshold, and saw Barty throw
a can of soda at the shaved head and pocked face of a transformed Enoch Cain..If the wife killer had cut himself accidentally, his writing on the wall indicated a hair-trigger
temper and a deep reservoir of long-nurtured anger..On the lawn, Koko, their four-year-old golden retriever, was lying on her back, all paws in the air, presenting the great
gift of her furry belly for the rubbing pleasure of young Mistress Mary.
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