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response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and proceeded to deluge the courts, already brought to their knees by Chironians queuing up in
grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of lawsuits against anyone who gave anyone a helping hand with anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their
own protest by drawing up a list of fees for conjugal favors..Sinsemilla had done, Leilani wasn't in the mood to conjure up Kato..Geneva was the only one to bring tears to
the table, and she blew her nose noisily in a Kleenex. Of."You're sweet.".that one. Probably because she wants to. Anyway, I hid two snapshots of Luki, but they found
them..The Kuan-yin had changed appreciably from the form shown in the pictures he had seen of the craft that had departed from Earth in 2020, Colman noted. with
interest as he sat erect to preserve the creases of his uniform beneath the restraining belt holding him to his seat and watched the image growing on the wall screen at the
forward end of the cabin. The original design had taken the form of a dumbbell, with fuel storage and the thermonuclear pulse engines concentrated at one end, and the
computers and sensitive reconnaissance instruments carried at the far end of a long, connecting, structural boom to keep them safely away from drive-section radiation.
The modifications added after 2015 for creating and accommodating the first Chironians had entailed extensions to the instrumentation module and the incorporation of
auxiliary motors which would spin the dumbbell about its center after arrival in order to simulate gravity for the new occupants while the first surface base was being
prepared.."The country's Founding Fathers would be so proud.".cool tin- kitchen, in the scarlet light of the retiring sun, Leilani's lace shone as much with enchantment
as.Bernard nodded grimly, but his expression did not contain the dismay that it might have. Evidently he had been half-prepared for the news. "Borftein's been checking on
that possibility," he said. "It'll be forty minutes before the Kuan-yin goes behind the rim. Sterm won't launch before then."."Have you made your mind up about Sterm?" Cells
asked..Bernard's eyes narrowed a fraction. It tied in with what Kath had said at the fusion complex, if the rationalizations were stripped away. So what was Merrick doingincreasing the intended overseeing force because the Directorate bad decided to go ahead with the plan, using Padawski as an excuse? "I'm not sure that I do," he replied.
"It sounds as if you're talking about taking over some of the key Chironian facilities. Wouldn't that only make any trouble worse?'."I agree, I agree," Lechat told them. "But
we only know what we know, and we can only do what we can do. Surely doing so is not going to make things any worse. Will you try it?" Before anyone could reply,
Colman said, "There might be a way to make it better." Everyone looked at him. He swept his hands around quickly. "There is a way we could get the message out to
everybody, all at the same time-to the public, the Military-everyone." He looked around again. The others waited. "Through the Communications Center up in the ship," he
said. "Every channel and frequency of the Terran net is concentrated there, including the military network and the emergency bands. We could broadcast from there on all
of them simultaneously. You couldn't make much more impact than that." He sat back and looked around again to invite reactions.."What can I do ya for, big guy?" a
counter waitress inquires..CHAPTER THIRTEEN.'~That was exactly what Gustav said we should do," Ci said, giving Colman an approving look. "He was looking at it
yesterday."."A lot of people could get hurt before they give up though," Lechat persisted..plain grub..across the blacktop, moving recklessly and fast, in total disregard of
marked lanes, as if the drivers never.'~Who can say?" Sirocco answered, picking up the more serious tone. "After what we saw today, I wouldn't be surprised if either side
ends up going for him.".of the crate, Stanislau went in with a compad, Maddock started yelling at Carson, and Fuller came out..The party arrived at the little-used connecting
passage running behind the Fran?oise and its neighboring establishments, and the soldiers waited among the shadows of the surrounding entrances and stairways while
Lechat tapped lightly on the rear door of the restaurant. After a few seconds the door opened and Lechat disappeared inside. Several minutes later the door opened again
and Lechat looked out, peered first one way, then the other, up overhead, and then beckoned the others quickly inside.."Present . . . arms!" Sirocco barked, and twenty-two
palms slapped against twenty-two breech casings at the same instant..Leilani clumped in a panicked stagger toward the hallway. Though off-balance with every step,
she.But Lesley was not listening as he gazed down at the platform below, which fanned outward from the arc lights above the lock to become indistinct in the darkness of
the antechamber. Figures - were moving slowly from the shadows by the transit tubes and freight rails, spread thinly at the back, but closing up as they converged with the
lines of the platform. They were moving carefully, in a way that conveyed caution rather than stealth, and seemed to be avoiding cover deliberately. And they were carrying
their weapons underarm with the muzzles trained downward in a manner that was anything but threatening..Sirocco tweaked his moustache pensively. "It's a problem
knowing where to start. You know the kind of thing I'd like to get out and see the whole planet. The Barrier Range is as big as the Himalayas, there's Glace . . . a Grander
Canyon out in Oriena . . . there's so much of it. But you have to do something useful, I suppose, as well as just go off enjoying yourself. But I think there's a lot of survey
work waiting to be done yet. What I might try and do is get in touch with that geographical society that Swyley was taking such an interest in before he and Driscoll pulled
their vanishing act." Sirocco stared at his feet for a second as if trying to make up his mind whether or not to mention something. "And then of course there's Shirley," he
added nonchalantly..The dog whines with hunger..table..Celia was already prepared for it. She nodded. Nothing remained to be said. The room had become very quiet.."Of
course not! But one of the Tech grades maybe . . . Two or Three perhaps. Or maybe the graduate entry stream." -."Oh, yes. I should have thought of that." Lurch
about-faced and lurched back to the kitchen. The sound of a door."Really?' Sterm's one word conveyed all the disbelief necessary; its undertone suggested that she
reconsider whether she believed her answer either, "Come now, Celia, the realities of life are no strangers to either of us. We can be frank without fear of risking offense.
The people live theft lives and serve their purpose, and a few more or less will make no difference that matters. Now tell me again, who are you really worried
about?".looked clean, so far from Earth..screwed-up woman who had come to Geneva a week ago with two suitcases full of clothes, an '81.Courage would be required to
stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't deceive herself into thinking that she."They destroyed all the pictures of him. Because when he comes back with the aliens, he'll be
completely.change the subject."What is?".The dog curls on the passenger's seat and lies with his chin on the console, eyes glimmering with the.The Chironian mind had no
place for the dismal picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a
spark in the night to dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly
infinite Universe of sibling universes, every one of which coexisted at every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a
summer storm cloud precipitating raindrops. Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the
antimatter project had verified, every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that everything
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in existence, from microbes to the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it.."It's how the Chironians have been working all along," Lechat said.
"They've been doing everything in their power to entice as many people as possible away from the opposition and effectively over to their side. Haven't they done it with us?
When they're down to the last handful who'll never be able to think the way the Chironians think, they'll get rid of them, just as they did Padawski. That's how their society
has always worked. When it comes down to the last few who won't be sensible no matter what anybody does, they don't fool around. And they'll do the same thing with the
ship if Sterm makes one threatening move with those weapons up there. I'm convinced of it. The Chironians took out their insurance a long time ago. That would be typical
of how they think too."."What a Christian.".Not even a major city, with a fat budget and crime-busting mayor, could turn out a force of this size and.deeply concerned. Worse
than concerned. Grim. Maybe even bleak..Barefoot, she went into the kitchen, where Geneva was preparing dinner. A small electric fan, set on the.Ignoring her, the girl
plucked a roll of plastic wrap from a counter and began to cover the serving bowls,.Micky closed her eyes against the sight of her aunt's perfect and unconditional love,
which brought her to.He wishes that he'd returned for her and had bravely spirited her to safety. This is a ridiculously romantic."Even though he kills old ladies and boys in
wheelchairs?".not only solace but also inspiration in this Gen Zen. This evolving Micky returned her aunt's wave..kitchen floor, churned the hot air with less cooling effect
than might be produced by a wooden spoon.Sparks seem to fly from rock formations as the steely light reflects off flecks of mica in the stone..Ci repeated the performance.
"Who are you?" she asked him..and humiliation, although until this moment she would have angrily denied ever being anyone's victim, she."You don't know where you were
born?"."Of course," Celia whispered and passed him her glass..'I hung it in the hallway," Veronica said, getting up. She walked ahead and out the door while Mrs. Crayford
waddled a few feet behind. "Don't bother bringing anything out, Celia," Veronica's voice called back. 'I'll come back in for the things.".remarked with a delighted leer on his
face. "It is, isn't it," Colman agreed dismally.."We get them," Nanook agreed. "But not a lot. People usually get to learn very early on what's acceptable and what isn't.
They've all got eyes, ears, and brains."."Excuse me," he said to the bargain-basement Thor as the hammer arced high over the hood again, and."Is it your intention to
attempt enforcing those orders if we refuse, Major?" the Chironian who had killed Wilson asked. He was lithe and athletic in build, had a thin but rugged face, and was
dressed in clothes that were dark, serviceable rather than fancy, and close fitting without being restrictively tight. He reminded Colman of the bad guy in an ancient Western
movie. The Chironian's manner was mild and his tone casual, making his answer simply a question and not a challenge.."So how does anyone know who to listen to?" Jay
asked, every bit as mystified as his father..only the previous evening, over dinner. . . .."If she was dumb enough not to, she wouldn't have been there in the first place,"
Juanita added, trying to be helpful..recognized the sound as the ring of truth..Apparently some of Padawski's friends had the idea that the Chironian women were among the
things that could be had for the taking on Chiron, and two of them had persisted in pressing lewd advances upon the two girls at the bar despite their being told repeatedly
and in progressively less uncertain terms that the girls weren't interested. The soldiers, who had been drinking heavily, became angry and even more unpleasant, paying no
attention to dour warnings from around the room. An argument developed, in the course of which Ramelly grabbed one of the women and handled her roughly. She
produced a gun and shot him in the leg. There would probably have been no more to it than that if Wilson hadn't seized the gun and turned it on the Chironians who were
about to intervene, at which point another Chironian had shot him dead from the back of the room..bales, ounces, pints, and gallons of illegal substances had stolen less of
her beauty than seemed either.surprise ready for the doctor. Not much physical strength was required to pull a trigger..He glances back into a blaze of headlights and sees
the white-haired woman gazing out and down at him.his leg stiff, rolling his hips in that funny way he did. And then ... as they drove away. . . Luki looked back.to with those
seven dwarves? which isn't a Disney sort of thought.".CHAPTER THREE.establishment, but we still say no to barefoot bozos and all four-legged kind, regardless of how
cute they
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