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there remaineth no abiding for me in this town." So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of
the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom
be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds
should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and
wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of
Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).Thiefs Story, The,
ii. 165..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but
deigned To visit me in dreams, | had been satisfied..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the
way..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel
come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes
were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.?
? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as | would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him,
she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and
thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor
among the sons of the kings saw | a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the
world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the
Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? Oft as | strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn
aside..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'l desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused
himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'l am not worthy of her nor am | a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him,
saying, 'l will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If | find it reasonable, | will fall in with thy wish; and if not, | will not do this
ever.""When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk?
Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and
come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with
his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are
thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let
him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words | read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation
wear my body to a shred..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest
himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window
opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'l am a
stranger," and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou
mayst spend?' 'O my lady," answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof | am going about.". The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted
of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till
the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, | will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself;
rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from
that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the
guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the
day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dccexceviii.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.The Sixth Night of the Month.[Then they all flew
off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When
their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, "Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh,

and | doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false.™ Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O
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grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear
that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind
of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to

other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than

boughs it flowered forth and grew,.Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said,
"Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw | the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned
to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother.
(176).When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me
the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.Then they brought the raft before
him and | said to him, 'O my lord, | am in thy hands, | and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof
was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto
thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So | called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his
attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day | used to go in to him
and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, | went out and walked about the town and the
island, diverting myself by viewing them..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren,
with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner
goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare
apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was
used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round
about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my
expenses. So | kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where | took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till,
after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where | carried the letter and present to the king
and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!" quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have
longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly
and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' | kissed his hand and

thanking him, said, 'O my lord, | bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then | brought out to him the present and the letter and he read

what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..All this while, Selim lay in shackles
and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was
prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing
him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him
kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink;
and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman
and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and | will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare
thee! Indeed, | have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, | will smite thee and kill thee." When she saw his malice, she wrote on the
ground in the sand with her finger, saying, ‘O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was
more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.'
Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine

image 'twere that visited my bed.
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