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repay..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to
fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he,
and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we
questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that
he was going to Akil. Now AKkil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked
El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand
she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give
nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what | cannot bear;
afflicted sore am [; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap
of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with
the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the
measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for | purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you
to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..It is said that
the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great
price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and
El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the

divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his

swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again

commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the

he abode his day in his house..90. The Devout Prince cccci.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not;
and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?"
"O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and | beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so | may look on it before my death.” Therewithal he went out from her,
sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why
do | see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. | questioned her to-day of her

case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so | may look on it before my death.™ Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene and | counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so
he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'l reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he," know

that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.".Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Then he
thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust
into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds
of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..130.
Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..Merchant and his Sons, The, i.
81..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance,
for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk." Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their
hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was
Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at
him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and
Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it." With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!" And he cried
aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had
betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to
his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my

lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and | have nought but my life; so take it." Quoth she, 'An | but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were
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liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, ‘It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the
night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that | have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head
and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father
and brother forthright." The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, ‘Come to the
Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the
Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that | locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter
of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when | arose in the morning and came and opened the door, | found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,’
rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn
have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her
lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then,
is that which hath betided him after thee.".So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said
to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How
canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that
she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed,
thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently
our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle
of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, | give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!™.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope
draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight,
so that he took her and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O
desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, ‘what am | that thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt
thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O
Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what | saw of thee, | offered to do this, but | will not return unto the like thereof; so be
of good heart and cheerful eye, for | have no desire for other than thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of
all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's
severance from her..As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them,
with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God
from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing
on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath
honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity.” When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded
and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that | am of this tribe? Indeed
this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and | am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".When the king heard his
viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace,
thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast
committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon
him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall
to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify

of that which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and | fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided

Nay, at daybreak | drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye,
(104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who
aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And | replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not
equal, and I, | have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear.” At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou
make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and
trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none
other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".l did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so |
may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that | am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in
honour with him than I; and | am allowed six nights in each month, wherein | go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and
when | go down thus, | dispose of myself as | will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when | was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was

[engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and | was alone in the house. When the night came on, | went up to the roof, so | might sleep there, and before | was aware,
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this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and | could not win free of him till he had done away my
maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as | came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by
the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever | went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy
good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then | lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when
she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the
market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee?
(262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we
give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and
when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed
and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..The king
approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he
married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware
that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed
this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.Your coming to-me-ward,
indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" | hall, iii. 136..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'l desire to go a-pleasuring.’ And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he
went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place
beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'l desire to mount this tree." And he said, 'Do
s0." So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou
sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst." And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..'l was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After
awhile, | went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then | set out to return] and when | came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome
to me. Presently, | espied a horseman pricking after me; so | [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and
recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "l will not do it, for | should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in
himself, "If | take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And | also said in myself, "Verily, | erred [in asking him to carry the money];

for, had he taken it and made off, | could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that | may carry it for thee." But | answered

vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while
she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings,
played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed
exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein | am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he
came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and | have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the
young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and

who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of

taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have
it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, This
ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him."' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell
to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..A certain singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went
out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying,
"Charity, for the love of God!" but she answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and
gave her the hire of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger brought
her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready for an] entertainment with

candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? a. The

line,.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own
house..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all

assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi

amity..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..?STORY OF THE SINGER

AND THE DRUGGIST..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth | wronged
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my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and | see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for | have laid up for thee in yonder
chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man
had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and
in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of
any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of
poverty.'.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'l desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused
himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'l am not worthy of her nor am | a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him,

saying, 'l will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If | find it reasonable, | will fall in with thy wish; and if not, | will not do this ever.".? ?

continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and | trust in God that He will succour me against
all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, | fear not for my life from death; only | fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that |
am guiltless of offence, and if | knew that | were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and
when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord
by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, | owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and
the Bear cccliii.So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her
husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had
gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou
do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'l shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and | came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.".Meanwhile, when the
thieves halted, one of them said to the others, ‘Let us return and see;' and the captain said, ‘This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on
this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a
decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at

it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts

communicate..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round
about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them
and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'l
will buy yonder boy, so | may console myself with him for my sons."' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!" So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and | knew not
what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i.
104..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul
misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou
regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who
have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to
seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had
compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed,
one and all, | adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and
sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy
father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, '‘complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if | go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return,
promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'l fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy
desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in
compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..The damsel
rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..Meanwhile, he
ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell
friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a

single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and
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delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who
is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to
light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of
[all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and
surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for
them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took
counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'l mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that | will go up to the king [and offer myself
to him], and when | come to his presence, | will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me
hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other." 'It is well," answered the
other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that
indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.".So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company
of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled
together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on
the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the
obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, |
have no helper other than God, and | am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Then she was silent, and when the king
heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right
way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,
whilst | abide [on life], shall | cease to blame myself [for that which | did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands;
so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and

kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..54. The Woman whose

to meet you | flew..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what | took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if
thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for | have wealth in plenty and | had no design in this but to marry
thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and | said to her, "O my sister, | have no desire for all this, nor do | covet aught but to

be quit of that wherein | am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

and benign;.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house,
and there he abode his day long..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.The vizier obeyed the king's
commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came
into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this." And she answered, saying, 'l weep not but for
longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, | and she, | have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that | may look on
her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.".Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of

his Death dcccciii
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