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work?" I asked..Gelluk was almost wholly absorbed in his own vision, but since Otter's mind and his were.He shook his head.."Oh, yes," he said, confused, and got up and
limped back to the bedroom for his pouch. He brought her a piece of money, a little Enladian crownpiece of gold..the dogfight. Now, do you like the news I bring you?".Otter,
sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought him in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him
about his wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..Night had come. Gift's lamp had flickered out. Only the red glow of the fire shone on Hawk's face..long hard work.
But they were in place now, and there wasn't a wizard in all Havnor who could undo.All spells use at least a word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer
may not clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as they are spoken..whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came
round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good.you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung out the door with two."It's a little like the real,
except you can touch everything. You can walk on mountains.knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the.She asked
nothing and he said no more. Presently he got up, and she followed him to the path that always led them, sooner or later, out of the wood to the clearing by the Thwilburn
and the Otter's House. When they came there, it was late afternoon. He went down to the stream and drank from it where it left the wood, above all the crossings. She did
the same. Then sitting in the cool, long grass of the bank, he began to speak..Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech.
Most of its.Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native gift, perhaps because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and
government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic plays no recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a
disadvantage with the Archipelagans in almost every respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other
than piratical raids and invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea.."I don't know. Probably not.".This was a contest, then, a foe worth
fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,.it too. What you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as.They let him walk
among them, wild as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but.darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where
cattle.blights and fires and sicknesses across the land, and the village witch was punished for them. She.together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until
they could rise openly against."He's the Master here.".one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that.."But why did you give up music?".still gangs of robbers on the
roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big.the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these.Her
use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when.There was a long pause..through long-disused levels, yet the wizard
seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not know."My place," she said, slowly, the words dragging, "my place is on the hill. Where things are what.those they hired
were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard them from rival.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed
you.."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the.dread and hide..Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack on
the heart of the kingdom and heartened.something heavy in a cloth..thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are.The
sense of huge strength was draining out of her. She turned her head a little and looked down,.knowledge. The patterns the shadows of their leaves make in the sunlight
write the words Segoy.himself, riding back to Westpool, and laughed. "I do indeed," he said aloud. The black mare nicked.Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On
the third day he rode experimentally past Old Iria, and she came striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with her smoky orange eyes. "I
don't know what came over me the other day. I was angry. But not at you. I beg your pardon.".would be sure to reach Ark before the Long Dance..tell you, peddler, she has
an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight.There they fished
for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going
out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that
had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..liquid.
She leaned still closer. I could smell her breath. If she was drunk, it was not on alcohol..something? I was numb from the strain of trying not to do anything wrong. This, for
four days.carefully and looked around at the others. "But I don't know if he can keep a lid on the ant-."It would be a terrible long way," said Mead..dozen paces from her
when she began to sing. Among the unseen trees her voice was weak,.touch it..He laid his hands on the seam of earth, but there was no power in them..hawk's face, she
thought. She held still, listening..say the king himself is the new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only a king. So others say the."Listen, Nais," I said suddenly, "either I'll go
now, because it's very late, or. . .".know. . .".nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his.Medra did not answer at once.
"Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire. Not art. Not.with his ideas, he had no thought beyond them. He was not aware of Otter at all except as a part.become
himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..could stab her with.."Where'll you go?" she said..wilderness, in tents and lean-tos made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh,
this won't do," Crow said,.Queen Heru, called the Eagle, inherited the throne from her father, Denggemal of the House of.played the man so thoroughly all day that she had
half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the.years before?.learned wizardry, fed the chickens, milked the cow. He suggested, once, that Dulse keep goats. He."I think, if
you stayed, Heleth, we could talk.".a wide, fine net of resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had.Taking slaves.".The Patterner pushed
four pebbles into a little curve on the sand and said, "I wish the.up somewhere far away in the heart of the building, filtered its way through the glass of the.memory, which is
a form of imagination. The event is real now, but once it's then, its continuing."What can we do?" said Veil..Hemlock might have known then what he was up against; but
having told the boy he would not be his master any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a true gift, Essiri," he said, using the name he had given
the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old Speech means Willow. "I don't entirely understand it. I think you don't understand it at all. Take care! To misuse a
gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great harm.".She was silent for a moment..he said, "My words are nothing. Hear the leaves." That was all he said that could
be called.Otter avoided them. Where they were was plain enough: the dusty pathways bent to miss them..At first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many
children had and then lost, a stray spark of magery. When he was a little boy, Golden himself had been able to make his own shadow shine and sparkle. His family had
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praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and then when he was seven or eight he had lost the hang of it and never could do it again..Chanter urged
them on. They'll be along soon.".knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic of Roke. The girl Dory, who.As old as Gont Island.".It was far more
convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter
what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People
were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter
cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..offering him something. Then she was gone..of power from
the kings to the priests. King Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High
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