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last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..A few minutes after dawn, in excellent weather, they flew out of Sacramento, bound for Eugene. Junior would have enjoyed the
scenery if his face hadn't felt as if it were gripped by a score of white-hot pliers in the hands of the same evil trolls that had peopled all the fairy tales that his mother had
ever told him when he was little..Delighted to be dating someone who lived neck-deep in culture especially after two months with Tammy Bean, the money maiden. Junior
was surprised that he didn't score with Frieda on the first date. He was usually irresistible even to women who weren't sluts..In addition to these scavengers, another
presence was here, unseen but not unfelt. The chill of this invisible entity pierced Junior to the marrow: the stubborn, vicious, psychotic, prickly-bur spirit of Thomas
Vanadium, maniac cop, not satisfied to haunt the house in which he'd died, not ready yet to seek reincarnation, but instead pursuing his beleaguered suspect even after
death, capering--to paraphrase Sklent like an invisible, filthy, scabby monkey here on this city street, in bright daylight..His precious wife had fallen from the tower and died
only hours before this girl was born. This girl ... this vessel..He felt lightheaded again. But this time he knew why. Not an oncoming case of the flu. He was straining against
the cocoon of his life to date, straining to be born in a new and better form. He had been a pupa, encased in a chrysalis of fear and confusion, but now he was an imago, a
fully evolved butterfly, because he had used the power of his beautiful rage to improve himself. When Bartholomew was dead, Junior Cain would at last spread his wings
and fly..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for his age that Agnes tended to think of him as being physically larger and stronger
than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex and even more appealing, she saw her son more clearly than she'd seen him in a while: quite small,
fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that was a blessing but that also made a normal boyhood impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace than any child should
be required to endure. Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable that when Agnes looked at him, she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness that burdened Edom and
Jacob..Somehow, Agnes knew that in his younger days, Obadiah had been a stage magician. Artlessly, she drew him out on the subject..On the morning of November third,
Barty asked Maria to inquire of Agnes what she would like to have read to her. "Then when she answers you, just turn and leave the room. I'll take it from there.".As Junior
stood at Seraphim's grave, his breath smoked from him in the still night air, as though he were a dragon..She curled up in the armchair, watching Barty. She was greedy for
the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion defeated her..His Country Squire laden with cookies,
plum cakes, homemade caramel corn with almonds, and gifts, Edom drove directly home from Obadiah Sepharad's place, which had been their final stop. He roared away
as if trying to outrun tornadoes and tidal waves..Three years ago, in St. Mary's Hospital, with Phimie's warning fresh in her mind, Celestina swore that she would be ready
when the beast came, but here he came, and she was as not ready as possible. Time passes, the perception of a threat fades, life becomes busier, you work your butt off
as a waitress, you graduate college, your little girl grows to be so vital, so vivid, so alive that you know she just has to live forever, and after all, you are the daughter of a
minister, a believer in the power of compassion, in the Prince of Peace, confident that the meek shall inherit the earth, so in three long years, you don't buy a gun, nor do
you take any training in self-defense, and somehow you forget that the meek who will one day inherit the earth are those who forego aggression but are not those so
pathetically meek that they won't even defend themselves, because a failure to resist evil is a sin, and the willful refusal to defend your life is the mortal sin of passive
suicide, and the failure to protect a little yellow M&M girl will surely buy you a ticket to Hell on the same express train on which the slave traders rode to their own eternal
enslavement, on which the masters of Dachau and old Joe Stalin traveled from power to punishment, so here, now, as the beast throws himself against the door, as he
shoves aside the barricade, with what precious little time you have left, fight. Junior shoved through the blocked door, into the bedroom, and the bitch hit him with a chair. A
small, slat-back side chair with a tie-on seat cushion. She swung it like a baseball bat, and there must have been some Jackie Robinson blood in the White family line,
because she had the power to knock a fastball from Brooklyn to the Bronx..Off the hard surfaces of cabinets, refrigerator, and ovens, the twin reports crashed and rattled.
The windowpanes briefly thrummed..Among those present before the caravan returned were a few who should have known better than to allow this madness. Tom
Vanadium, Edom, Maria. They stared up at the boy, tense and solemn, and Agnes could only suppose that they, too, had arrived after the fact, with the boy already beyond
easy recall..Along Junior's hairline, on his cheeks, his chin, and his upper lip, a double score of hard little knots had risen, angry red and hot to the touch. Having previously
experienced a particularly vicious case of the hives, Junior realized this was something new-and worse. To the pilot, he replied, "Allergic reaction.".The following morning,
he canceled his German lessons. It was an impossible language. The words were enormously long..As Joey opened the driver's door and got in behind the steering wheel,
he said, "Okay?".Junior had heard of this invention, but until now he'd never seen one. He supposed that an obsessive like Vanadium might go to any lengths, including this
exotic technology, to avoid missing an important call.."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should come first.".Junior forgot all about seduction. "And she--what?--She
adopted her sister's baby?".Alarmed, concerned that his patient's emotional reaction would lead to racking sobs, which in turn might stimulate abdominal spasms and
renewed vomiting, Parkhurst called for a nurse and prescribed the immediate administration of diazepam..He couldn't work up sufficient saliva to get the rasp out of his
voice: "Then you could learn to do it."."Less than a year and a half ago, Hurricane Flora--she killed over six thousand in the Caribbean.".This room didn't face the street by
which Cain would approach the building, so Vanadium switched on the lights. He spent fifteen minutes examining the mundane contents of the cupboards, searching for
nothing in particular, merely getting an idea of how the suspect lived-and, admittedly, hoping for an item as helpful to a conviction as a severed head in the refrigerator or at
least a plastic-wrapped kilo of marijuana in the freezer..That evening, he was filled with a greater sense of adventure than he'd felt since arriving in the city from Oregon.
Consequently, he treated himself to three glasses of a superb Bordeaux and a filet mignon in the same elegant hotel lounge where he had dined on his first night in San
Francisco, almost three years earlier..In a pew in Old St. Mary's Church, in Chinatown, Junior took delivery of the lock-release gun and the untraceable 9-mm pistol with the
custom-machined silencer, as previously arranged. The church was deserted at ten o'clock in the morning. The shadowy interior and the menacing religious figures gave
him the creeps..Assuming this criticism was amusing hyperbole, Junior laughed, but Sklent squinted those virtually colorless eyes, and Junior's laugh withered in his throat.
"Well, maybe that's how it'll work out," he said, wanting to be on Sklent's good side, but he was at once sorry he'd spoken those words in front of witnesses.."I see.
Sometimes. Just quick. For like a blink. Like when you stand between two mirrors. You know?"."No," said Vanadium, "you only think you know who I am and what I am, but
you don't know anything. That's all right. You'll learn.".With the earth still tenuously stable beneath them, they arrived at their fifth destination, a new address on Agnes's
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mercy list..For a moment, none of them spoke. The silence was as flawless as the preternatural hush reputed to precede the biggest quakes..Suitcases seemed to be
missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a weekend vacation..Neither Agnes nor Edom knew of Jacob's great skill with cards. He had been discreet about his
apprenticeship with Obadiah, and for almost twenty years, he'd resisted the urge to dazzle his siblings with his expertise.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd
like to charge. And I'd be a diligent student.".Here, now, came the anaconda smile. "Did you argue about the baby, Enoch? Maybe she wanted it, and you didn't. Guy like
you--a baby would cramp your style. Too much responsibility.".gob of mucus in his throat. His face contorted with a misery that he did not have to fake, and he was
astonished to feel tears spring to his eyes..Had Junior been chest-deep in wet concrete, he would have been more mobile than he was now. He had no feeling in his
legs..when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's card-told fortune lightly, especially the frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness
had twisted through her heart.."-and whenever the good Pharaoh was here in San Francisco, a few times each year, he always stopped by St. Anselmo's to entertain the
boys--".He vanished through some hole, some slit, some tear bigger than anything through which Tom flipped his quarters..hands as she had seen surgeons do in movies,
and she could almost believe that she was still at home, in bed, in the fevered throes of a terrible dream.."I'm interested in one of the smaller Griskins," said Junior,
managing to appear calm, although his mouth was dry with fear and his mind spun with crazy images of the maniac cop, dead and rotting but nevertheless lurching around
San Francisco.."In a way, he does," Vanadium said. "When you're as hollow as Enoch Cain, the emptiness aches. He's desperate to fill it, but he doesn't have the patience
or the commitment to fill it with anything worthwhile. Love, charity, faith, wisdom-those virtues and others are hard won, with commitment and patience, and we acquire
them one spoonful at a time. Cain wants to be filled quickly. He wants the emptiness inside poured full, in quick great gushes, and right now. ".At sunset, the boy stood in
the backyard, gazing up through the branches of the giant oak as an orange sky darkened to coral, to red, to purple, to indigo.
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