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the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over
sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came
to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his
oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to
him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he
sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ?? ? ?
He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice
singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door.
However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep." When
Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon.
She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess
of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the
words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one
of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor
wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for | stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth EI Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed
said, "If ye do with him aught, | will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison
and | will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used.” So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of
Blood, (13)went away..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not
grieve."When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel
come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes
were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following
verses:.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.As | sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, | am the
wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When | heard this, | misliked to make a
scandal; so | rebuffed her and sent her away. Then | arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when | rushed in and entering, found
the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. | saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated
me and brought me to eat. Then | informed them how one had denounced them to me, but | had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they
thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and | took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? And
when | long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to
her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my
servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom | had lost." And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! | appeal to God and to
the Sultan against this Satan!" Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them
said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab
dcxi.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], | will relate unto thee yet another story still
rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, ‘A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Then said she to him, "O my
son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and | acquainted him with my case and told him my
story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for
yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after
which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, ‘This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his
neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!" and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon
Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that | am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was | who commanded
Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute

thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then,

Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on
him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house
and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that | release thee from this thy plight, on condition

that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'l will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that | will keep thy secret
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and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while | abide on life." Quoth the cook, 'l purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on
the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and
slaughter. And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!".Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? And | to you swore
that a lover | was; God forbid that with treason mine oath | ensue!.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..1 was one day abroad on an occasion with
certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When
| saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till | came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) | saw
thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that
God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes
that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, | feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth | have known thee from
childhood."."Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to
his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and
the daughter of my father's brother; for that | was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in
repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's
wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up

prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children.
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