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facts usually calmed him, as though speaking of disaster would ward it off. Since Friday, however, he had found no comfort in his usual routines..Junior locked the door. He
started the engine and drove out of the cemetery faster than was prudent on the winding service road..Prudence required that they strategize as though Enoch Cain were
Satan himself, as though every fly and beetle and rat provided eyes and ears for the killer, as though ordinary precautions could never foil him..Nor could she begin to
imagine the nature of the disaster that had befallen him, leaving his face looking blasted and loose at all its hinges. She had last seen him at Phimie's funeral. A few minutes
ago at her doorstep, she'd recognized him only because of his port-wine birthmark..Rapt, frightened yet wonderstruck, Agnes leaned forward, squinting between the
whisking wipers..Her eyes, lustrous pools, brimmed with the need to know, but she respected the deal. "I only half understood all that, and I don't even know which half, but
in some strange way, it feels true. Thank you. I will think about it tonight, when I can't sleep." She stepped close and kissed him on the cheek. "Who are you, Tom
Vanadium?".Junior hoped that he hadn't been betrayed by eyeshine in the fraction of a second before he closed his eyes to slits..Instead, as he settled into the offered
chair, he withdrew a picture of Perri from his wallet. It was an old black-and-white school photograph, slightly yellow with age, taken in 1933, the year he'd begun to fall in
love with her, when they were both thirteen..If the directory proved to be of no help, Junior would proceed next to the registry office at the county courthouse, to review the
records of births going back to the turn of the century if necessary. Bartholomew, of course, might not have been born in the county, might have moved here as a child or an
adult. If he owned property, he'd show up on the register of deeds. Whether a landowner or not, if he did his civic duty every two years, he would appear on the voter
rolls..Reminding himself that fortune favored the persistent and that he must always look for the bright side, Junior began with the city itself and with those whose surnames
were Bartholomew. This was a manageable number..Although he didn't believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his future,
Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the point of cerebral
hemorrhage by his inability to find Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently supernatural events in his life, and generally in a
funk unlike any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to Bartholomew..And now she didn't need him anymore. He gazed at her
face, held her cooling hand; his anchor was slipping away from him, leaving him adrift..The most shameful thing Junior found was the "art" on the walls. Tasteless,
sentimentalized realism. Bright landscapes. Still lifes of fruit and flowers. Even an idealized group portrait of Prosser, his late wife, and Zelda. Not one painting spoke to the
bleakness and terror of the human condition: mere decoration, not art..He was wrong about this. On the final Friday of every month, in sunshine and in rain, Junior routinely
took a walking tour of the six galleries that were his very favorites, browsing leisurely in each and chatting up the galerieurs, with a one-o'clock break for lunch at the St.
Francis Hotel. This was a tradition with him, and invariably at the end of each such day, he felt wonderfully cozy..Struggling to keep a grip on consciousness, Junior told
himself to focus on the future, to live in the future, free of the useless past and the difficult present, but he could not get into the future far enough to be in a time when the
pain was no longer with him..This morning, Damascus had left the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the
maniac cop was finishing his shave and shower, Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to
be, did his work, and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in the hall,
he retreated to the ground floor. After some fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as Vanadium, the human stump, clumped
down the stairs. Junior experienced an unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the
kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..As she struggled to cope with her loss, the last thing Agnes needed was the reminder posed by that
empty chair. Maria's intentions were good, however, and Agnes didn't want to hurt her feelings..If the ace of diamonds, in quartet, must be taken seriously, then why not the
rest of the draw?.In a pocket of his smock was his letter to Reverend Harrison White. He hadn't sealed the envelope, because he intended to read to Perri, his wife, what
he'd written, and include any corrections she suggested. In this, as in all things, Paul valued her opinion..He must be careful in his approach to her. He dared not rush into
this. Think it through. Devise a strategy. This valuable opportunity must not be wasted..By now, Junior realized that he had been locked in a meditative trance for at least
eighteen hours. He had settled into the lotus position at five o'clock Monday afternoon-and Bob Chicane had shown up or their regular instruction session at eleven Tuesday
morning..Celestina gave birth to Seraphim in '69, saw her painting on the cover of American Artist in '70, and gave birth to Harrison in '72..Jolene started to refill his coffee
mug-then thought better of it. "Maybe you don't need more caffeine, Edom.".In the first drawer, he discovered an address book. Logically, Vanadium would have taken this
with him, even if on the lam from a murder rap, so Junior tucked it in his jacket pocket.."I've already told them," Joey said, wheeling away from her and yanking open the
door of the foyer closet with such force that she thought he would tear it off its hinges..Every time Junior glanced back, Vanadium was following his wake through the
throng. Stocky but almost gliding. Grim and grimmer. Hideous. And closer..Junior liked women who drank a lot. They were usually amorous or at least unresistant..pistol
that he'd purchased in late June. The city operated a program to melt confiscated and donated weapons and to remake them into plowshares or xylophones, or into the
metal fittings of hookah pipes.
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